" an atony both of the blood-vessels and of the muscular fibres of the part affected, together with a degree of rigidity and contraction in the latter, such as frequently attends them in a state of atony." That in acute rheumatism a phlogistic diathesis of the system prevails, admits not of doubt, and that there is an affection of either the muscular fibre, or of the cellular membrane, or of both, is equally certain. An atony, in the chronic species, of the muscular fibres, or of the cellular membrane, must also be admitted.
But which of these it is, the muscular fibre, or cellular membrane, that, in either species of the disease, is primarily affected, is a matter not quite so manifest. To ascertain this point with any degree of clearness, a review is necessary of the structure and functions of these organs themselves; and 1 am not without hopes of being able to adduce facts, in the history o' cases hereafter to be detailed, which render it highly probable that there is in rheumatism, chronic as well as acute, an affection of the aponeurosis of the muscles, and perhaps of the whole cellular substance connected with them, which forms a principal part of the proximate cause of the disease.
The cellular membrane abounds everywhere in the human body. It covers the whole, and connects every part. The celebrated Haller, indeed, considers it as constituting the greater part of the whole mass. All the blood-vessels receive a coat from from it, from the aorta, where it emerges from the heart, to the minutest capillary that enters a tendon.
The nerves are composed of fasciculi, and these again of fila- 
